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Triggered by ongoing threats to life, health and physical safety resulting from natural disasters, war and 
protracted conflict (Martin et al. 2014), forced displacement responds to and generates multiple 
vulnerabilities that forcibly displaced people face at every stage of their journey (Gilodi et al. 2022). 
Seen from the perspective of what has been called ‘crisis migration’ (McAdam 2014), these movements 
try to evade hazardous situations yet tend to end up in new critical situations prompting new 
vulnerabilities. By contrast, other research has emphasized how forced displacement has been used to 
construct and politicize ‘migration crises’, yet without accounting for the multi-layered and contradictory 
manifestations of vulnerability (Lindley 2014). 

By focusing on forced migrants’ experiences in crisis situations during displacement, this panel 
questions the multiple relationships between vulnerability and (migration) crises. Moreover, it considers 
the journey of forced displacement as a process (Crawley et al. 2018; Benezer and Zetter 2015), 
meaning that the conditions that trigger and define mobility, the conditions along the route and finally at 
the destination, however temporary, constitute and mediate vulnerabilities. 

More than 6 million people have been displaced from Ukraine following the Russian invasion. Forced 
migrants - mostly women and children - faced critical situations during their migration such as threat to 
life, family separation, and uncertainty about their daily lives and future. With the war still ongoing, 
vulnerabilities forced migrants experience extend across borders and concern their families and homes. 
Similarly, a series of earthquakes in southern Turkey in early 2023 had a dramatic impact on Syrian 
refugees, who experienced new challenges on top of existing vulnerabilities. These two cases illustrate 
the overlapping crises and struggles faced by forced migrants, including socio-economic 
precariousness, emotional distress, legal uncertainty and lack of support. 

We invite papers that address, from different disciplinary perspectives, questions such as: 



Please submit your abstract of max. 2,000 characters, by email to oleksandra.tarkhanova@unine.ch no 
later than 5 January 2024. 
The language of the workshop is English. 
Authors will be informed of the acceptance of their paper for presentation at the workshop by 20 
January 2024. 
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- How can vulnerability be defined and analysed in the context of forced migration?
- What are the vulnerabilities experienced by forced migrants in recent 'migration crises'?
- How do vulnerabilities change over time and space during migration journeys and in different

'migration crises' and national and socio-economic contexts?
- What coping strategies do forced migrants develop and what resources do they mobilise to cope with 

vulnerability?
- What role do (transnational) relational resources/social capital play in the coping strategies of forced 

migrants?
- How are vulnerabilities perceived and experienced by forced migrants and how (if at all) do they relate 

to identities and subjectivities that emerge during migration?
- In which ways has vulnerability entered policy discourses on displacement and forced migration and 

how has it been constituted as an object of government itself?




