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by Yvonne Riafio, submitted to the SNF by Doris Wastl-Walter).

01.11.2010-01.08.2011
Research Mandate from Canton Vaud to Yvonne Riafio for research project “Socio-Economic Impact of
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of Ethnology.

Riafio, Yvonne, (2000): "Approaching Latin American Cities from the Bottom-Up: Self-Help Networks, Place
Identity and Participatory Research”. In: Borsdorf, A. (ed.): ‘Perspectives of Geographical Research on Latin
America for the 21st Century’. ISR-Forschungsberichte, N. 23. Austrian Academy of Sciences, Vienna.

Riafio, Yvonne, (1999): "Réseaux sociaux, initiatives locales et recherche participative: vers une gestion
environnementale durable dans les barrios de Quito, Ecuador”. In: J.C. Bolay, Y. Pedrazzini, M. Tanner (eds.),
Environnement urbain. Recherche et action dans les pays en développement. Basel: Birkhauser.

Riafio, Yvonne, (1995): "Transferring Video Skills as a Means of Empowering Disadvantaged Communities. Reality and
Compromise in the Participatory Approach". In: Habitat créatif, culture et participation: quelles innovations pour quel
développement? Communications. Lausanne: IREC, Ecole Polytechnique Féderale de Lausanne (EPFL). pp. 50-58.

Riafio, Yvonne and Rolf Wesche, (1991): “Changing Informal Settlements in Latin American Cities”. In: A. Ritter, D. Pollock,
M. Cameron (eds.): Latin America to the Year 2000. Reactivating Growth, Improving Equity, Sustaining Democracy. New
York: Praeger Publishers.

PARTICIPATORY RESEARCH ACTIVITIES

2019 - 2022: Participatory Minga workshops with displaced Colombians at the Colombia-Venezuela border.

2014: Participatory Minga workshops with highly skilled professionals, both with and without migration

background, to understand the challenges of reconciling family and professional life in Switzerland,
and discuss strategies for facilitating women's participation in the labour market. In cooperation with
the offices of Gender Equality in Bern and Basel.

2004-2005: Participatory Minga workshops with migrant women from the Middle East, Latin America and

Southeastern Europe. Activities: collective analysis of migration histories to reinforce self-awareness
and co-produce scientific knowledge on migration and exclusion. In cooperation with the cfd - the
feminist peace organisation (Bern) and the Migrantinnenforum (Aarau).

2000: Participatory memory workshops with women from Mena del Hierro, a low-income area in the

outskirts of Quito (Ecuador), created by the self-initiative of former rural migrants. Activities:
reinforcing awareness of challenges in managing local resources and strategies to improve self-
governance. In cooperation with neighbourhood organisations.
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1990-1992: Participatory video workshops with youth in barrio Mena del Hierro. Activities: reinforcing self-

awareness, creating knowledge on the community's history, reinforcing the community's awareness
of their own strengths, and co-producing scientific knowledge on self-determination and local
governance in barrio areas. In cooperation with neighbourhood organisations.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

2014-: "Urban Geography: Cities of the North and Cities of the South", and supervision of Masters and PhD

theses, Institute of Geography of the University of Neuchatel (Switzerland).

2014-2020: "Planning a Master's Research Project: From a First Idea to a Research Concept", Geography Institute of

the University of Bern (Switzerland).

2013: "Qualitative Methods for Text and Image Analysis: Theory and Practicals", Institute of Advanced Study

in the Humanities and the Social Sciences of the University of Bern (Switzerland).

2003-2013: "Qualitative Methods in Human Geography: Theory and Practicals"; "Geography of Latin American

Urbanisation: Theory and Practicals”, and supervision of Masters and PhD theses in Geography,
Geography Institute of the University of Bern (Switzerland)

2000-2002: "Sustainable Development and Urbanisation in Countries of the South" and "Qualitative Research

Methods and Communication in Geography: Theory and Practicals”, Institute of Geography, Karl-
Franzens University Graz (Austria).

1998-2000: "Qualitative Methods in Human Geography: Theory and Practicals", Social Geography seminars, and

supervision of social geography seminar projects, Geography Institute of the University of Bern
(Switzerland).

1988-1990: "Human Geography Field Camp for Undergraduate Students", "Methods and Techniques of

Geographical Research", "Data Collection Techniques in Third World Cities", and supervision of Urban
Geography seminar projects, Department of Geography, University of Ottawa (Canada).

SUPERVISED PhD THESES

Geography Institute of the University of Bern (Switzerland):

1.

Nadia Baghdadi (2008) "Und pl6tzlich bist du DIE Muslimin. Grenzen, Differenzen und Verortung im Kontext Arbeit:
weibliche Fachleute aus Nahost, Mittlerem Osten und Stidosteuropa" ("And suddenly you are THE Muslim. Borders,
Differences and Situatedness in the Context of Work: Female Specialists from the Middle East, Middle East and
Southeast Europe").

Daniela Reist (2011) "Einflisse Imaginativer Geographien Spaniens auf Migrationsverlaufe von Migrantinnen und
Migranten aus Ecuador" ("The Influence of imaginative Geographies of Spain in the Migration Decisions of
Ecuadorians").

Susanne Bachmann (2014) "Diskurse Gber Migrantinnen in Schweizer Integrationsprojekten. Die Normalisierung von
Prekaritat" ("Discourses on Migrants in Swiss Integration Projects. The Normalization of Precarity").

Melanie Wiirth (2016) "Representaciones mentales de los habitantes de Buenos Aires (Argentina) sobre las variaciones
linglisticas en el territorio urbano" ("Mental Representations of the Inhabitants of Buenos Aires (Argentina) about
the Linguistic Variations in the Urban Territory") (co-supervised with Yvette Birki, Instituto de Lengua y Literaturas
Hispanicas, University of Bern).

Geography Institute of the University of Neuchatel (Switzerland)

5.

Elisa Herrera Altamirano (2016) "Mapeando Continuums Cuerpo-Ciudad a través de Experiencias Deportivas: El caso
de los Runners en Barcelona" ("Mapping Body-City Continuums through Sports Experiences: The Case of the Runners
in Barcelona") (co-supervised with Begonya Enguix Grau, Universidad Oberta de Catalunya, Spain).

Annique Lombard (2018) "International Students in Switzerland: Trajectories, Stay Rates, and Intentions for Post-
Graduate Mobility" (co-supervised with Etienne Piguet, University of Neuchatel).
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7. Amina Trevisan (2018) "Depression und Biographie. Krankheitserfahrungen migrierter Frauen in der Schweiz"
("Depression and Biography. Experiences of Latin American Women having Migrated to Switzerland") (co-supervised
with Ueli Mader, University of Basel).

8. Isabella Stingl (2021) "(Im)Possible Selves. Exploring Refugees' Experiences of Work and Migration in Switzerland"
(co-supervised with Karin Schwytter, University of Zurich).

9. Marc Tadorian (2021) "Sur la piste 'translocationale' des chasseurs-braconniers du rail' Regard (auto-
)ethnographique sur la spatialité d'une pratique subculturelle hors-piste en contexte européen. (2011-2014 co-
direction with Janine Dahinden, University of Neuchatel & jury member guiding student in final year of his thesis).

10. Christina Mitmassser (2023) "Migrant Entrepreneurship in Switzerland. Opportunities and Constraints within
Transnational Mobilities" (co-supervised with Etienne Piguet, University of Neuchatel).

SUPERVISED MsC THESES

Geography Institute of the University of Bern (Switzerland):

1.

Chantal Wyssmuiller (2005) "Diskursive Konstruktion von "Menschen 'aus dem Balkan' in Schweizer Printmedien und
deren Bedeutung fir die soziale Integration" ("Discursive Construction of "People from the Balkans" in Swiss Print
Media: Implications for Social Integration").

Mirjam Zbinden (2007) "Die Bedeutung diskursiv konstruierter Rdume fiir die Migrationsentscheide junger, gut
ausgebildeter Bulgarinnen und Bulgaren" ("The Importance of Discourses on Western Europe for the Migration
Decisions of Young, Well-educated Bulgarians).

Simon Brugger (2008) "Schwimmen gegen den Strom: Wege & Strategien zum Schulerfolg bei Migrationshintergrund
("Swimming Against the Tide: Paths & Strategies for the School Success of Young Migrants").

Viktor Baumgartner (2010) "Skateboarden in Basel. Die Raumkonstitution der Basler Skateboarder" ("Skateboarding
in Basel. The Spatial Constitution of the Basel Skateboarding Scene").

Christian Sonderegger (2010) "Wohnen im Alter. Eine Analyse von Deutschland, Irland, Finnland und der Schweiz"
("Living in Old Age. An analysis of Germany, Ireland, Finland and Switzerland").

Roger Steiner (2013) "Einfluss der Riickkehrhilfe auf die individuelle Riickkehrentscheidung von Asylsuchenden aus
Nigeria in der Schweiz" ("Influence of the Swiss Return Assistance Programmes on the Return Decisions of
Asylum-seekers from Nigeria") (co-supervised with Renate Ruhne).

Sophie Hirsig (2013) "Raum der Aushandlung. Organisation von Familien- und Erwerbsarbeit in der Deutschschweiz"
(Space of Negotiation. Organization of Family and Gainful employment in German-speaking Switzerland").

Christina Renggli (2016) "Griinde und Motivation von internationalen Studierendendie Universitat Bern als Destination
ihrer tertiaren Ausbildung zu wéahlen" ("Reasons for International Students Choosing the University of Bern as a
Destination for their Tertiary Education").

Geography Institute of the University of Neuchatel (Switzerland)

9.

11.

10.

11.

Jeanne Pittet (2018) "Passer a une agriculture durable ou rester a une agriculture conventionnelle? Les perceptions des
agriculteurs Burkinabés" ("Switch to Sustainable Farming or Stay with Conventional Methods? The Perceptions of
Burkina-Faso Farmers").

Christelle Leo (2018) "Mobilité étudiante: Les motivations et stratégies des étudiant.es internationaux.ales a
I’'Université de Neuchatel" ("Motivations and Strategies of International Students at the University of Neuchatel")
(co-supervised with Etienne Piguet, University of Neuchatel).

Nora Komposch (2019) "Worker Cooperatives’ Potential to Transform Migrant Women’s Social Position and Agency
A Participatory Mixed Methods Study in New York City".

Manon Calore (2020) "La construction du chez-soi des personnes déplacées des zones rurales par la violence a San Juan
de Pasto (Colombie): défis et stratégies" ("Re-Building a Home: Challenges and Strategies of Rural Inhabitants
Displaced by Armed Violence to San Juan de Pasto, Colombia").
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SUPERVISED MsC STUDENTS WHO RECEIVED PRICES FOR THEIR THESES

1. Mirjam Zbinden (2007): The Importance of Discourses on Western Europe for the Migration Decisions of Young, Well-
educated Bulgarians. Second price Swiss Society of Applied Geography (SGAG / SSGA) (https://www.sgag.ch/sgag-
preis/historie)

2. Simon Brugger (2008): Swimming Against the Tide: Paths and Strategies for the School Success of Young Migrants.
First price Swiss Society of Applied Geography (SGAG / SSGA) (https://www.sgag.ch/sgag-preis/historie)

3. Jeanne Pittet (2018): Switch to Sustainable Farming or Stay with Conventional Methods? The Perceptions of Burkina-
Faso Farmers. Interdisciplinary Academic Prize for Sustainable Development of the University of Neuchatel.
(https://www.unine.ch/geographie/home/agenda/prix---recompenses.html)

4. Nora Komposch (2019) Worker Cooperatives’ Potential to Transform Migrant Women’s Social Position and Agency A

Participatory Mixed Methods Study in New York City. Second price Swiss Society of Applied Geography (SGAG / SSGA)
(https://www.sgag.ch/sgag-preis/historie)

5. Manon Calore (2020) Re-Building a Home: Challenges and Strategies of Rural Inhabitants Displaced by Armed Violence
to San Juan de Pasto, Colombia. First price Swiss Society of Applied Geography (SGAG / SSGA) (https://www.sgag.ch/sgag-

preis/historie)

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIP AND LEADERSHIP

e Vice-President of the Swiss Federal Commission on Migration (EKM)

e President of the Swiss Geographical Association (ASG)

e  Chairperson of Switzerland's National Committee for the International Geographical Union (IGU)

e Leader of Module Il (2018-2022) "Transnational Mobilities" of the nccr - on the move, Univ. of Neuchatel.

e Leader of the former European IMISCOE Research Cluster "International Student Migration and Mobility"

e  Passagen Vicepresident (2004-2012) "Researching the Intersections of Migration and Gender", Switzerland

e  Member of the European Network of Excellence IMISCOE, Migration and Social Cohesion

e  Member of the Gender Commission of the International Geographical Union (IGU)

e Member of the Globility — Global Change and Human Mobility Commission of the International Geographical
Union (IGU)

e  Member of the Population Commission of the International Geographical Union (IGU)

e Member of the Editorial Board of "Gender, Place and Culture: A Journal of Feminist Geography"

e  Member of the Association of Latin American Studies (LASA), USA
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